The mosque’s design is unique in many aspects. Its
large entrances are surrounded by ornamented stone
and marble columns; its facade plotted with intricate
copper windows; the two minarets are intricate and
proportionate.

A section of the mosque was used as a burial for
members of the Muhammad Ali Dynasty:.

Tombs of
Muhammad All1 Dynasty

Al-Rifa‘i mosque is famous for housing many of Egypt’s
most famous rulers. A section of the mosque was used
as a burial for the Muhammad Ali Dynasty.

Khedive Ismail, four of his sons, and three of his wives

were buried there, as was his mother Khushyar Hanem.

Separate burials were reserved for Sultan Husayn
Kamel Ibn Ismail, King Fouad I, and King Farougq I.

Reza Pahlavi, former Shah of Iran, was buried there for
a while before being moved to his country at the end of
the Second World War. His son, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, the last shah of Iran remains buried in al-Rifa’i
Mosque.

Cenotaph and Tombstone of khedive Ismail
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Pearl of Islamic Architecture

Madrasa of al-Sultan Hasan and al-Rifa'i Mosque are
two of the most notable landmarks of Islamic Egypt.
Both structures overlook the historical Salah al-Din
citadel square and other Islamic monuments, such as
the Muhammad Ali Mosque in the Citadel and
al-Mahmudiyya mosque and Bab al-’Azb. Despite the
centuries that separate them, The Madrasa of
al-Sultan Hasan and al-Rifa’'i mosque are similar in
magnitude and design, whereby one building
represents the artistic methods of Islamic culture in
the Bahri Mamluk era and the other personifies the
merging of Islamic and European art which was the
main feature of the architecture in the reign of
Muhammad Ali’s dynasty .

Archival Photo of Madrasa of Sultan Hasan before
the Construction of al-Rifa'i Mosque

Madrasa of al-Sultan Hasan

The madrasa of al-Sultan Hasan has been described
by historians and travellers as the pearl of Islamic
architecture in the East. It is one of the largest
structures in Egypt, reflecting the highly developed
art forms that spread during the Mamluk period, the
golden age of Islamic architecture in Egypt. The
design of the building is appropriate for its function.
For some years, the Mamluks also used it as a fort, on
account of its proximity to the Citadel. During times
of conflict between Mamluk princes, stones of
mangonels would be thrown at the Citadel from its
roof.

Sultan Hasan Ibn al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawun
established this complex which consists of a mosque
for congregational prayer, a madrasa for teaching the
four jurisprudence schools of Islam, and a shrine
dome to serve as his final resting place.

In 757 AH/1356 AD, he commissioned Prince
Muhammad Ibn Biylik al-Muhsini to build this cluster
of structures.

Plan of Madrasa of al-Sultan Hasan
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Unfortunately, Sultan Hasan was Kkilled before its
completion and was therefore never buried in the
tomb he had constructed in his madrasa. His
descendants were buried there in subsequent years.
The construction took approximately seven years and
was finally completed in 764 AH/ 1362 AD. According
to the madrasa foundation stone, the architect who
completed it was al-Tawashi Bashir al-Gamadar.

The madrasa is made up of a central open court

surrounded by four iwans. At the four corners of the
court lay four doors that lead to the madrasa. Perhaps
the most interesting features of the madrasa are the
main entrance and the interior and exterior domes.
Over the centuries, this complex was subjected to
many restoration and conservation programs, as is
the case of most Islamic monuments in Cairo.

3D Relief representing al-Agsa Mosque
and Dom of the Rock

Al-Rifa’'1t Mosque

The mosque was named after Imam Ahmad al-Rifa’j,
founder of the Rita’iyya Sufi order. Khushyar Hanem,
mother of Khedive Ismail, commissioned it and
ordered that it serve as a burial for her and the royal
family. In 1286 AH/1869 AD, she placed the Egyptian
architect Hussein Pasha Fahmy in charge of this
project. He drew up the design for the mosque, which
included two shrines, that of Ali Abu Shibak and Yahya
al-Ansari. A number of architects also contributed to its
construction, and its building material, such as Italian
marble, was imported from Europe. Khushyar Hanem
died in 1302 AH/1885 AD, before the building's
completion, and construction work ceased until Max
Hertz, chief architect of the Committee for the
Conservation of Arab Art Monuments, resumed the

project. The mosque was finally inaugurated by
Khedive Abbas Helmi Il in 1330 AH/ 1912 AD.

Archival Photo of al-Rifa’i Mosque
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