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The Royal Jewelry Museum is one of the most magnificent and
ological landmarks in Egypt, combining unique
architectural beauty with a rich history. Originally a royal palace, Ms.
Zainab Fahmi began building the west wing of the palace in 1919 in
the Zizinia district of Alexandria.

Princess Fatima al-Zahraa, daughter of Ms. Zainab Fahmi, built the

eastern wing of the palace and its constraction was completed in
19234

THE LADY OF THE PALACE

The owner of the palace is the noblewoman Fatima al-Zahraa
(1903-1983); the daughter of Ms. Zeinab Fahmy and Prince Ali
Haidar, son of Prince Ahmed Rushdi, son of Prince Mustafa Bahjat
Fadel, son of Ibrahim Pasha, son of the Great Muhammad Ali Pasha.
She was known as Fatima Haidar, and she placed her initials "FH" in
several places in the palace and on her belongings, as was the custom
of the Alawite Family.

Oil Portrait of Noblewoman Fatma al-Zahraa Haidar

FROM PALACE TO MUSEUM

The idea of converting the palace into a museum emerged in 1964,
following Princess Fatma al-Zahraa's donation of the property to the
Egyptian government. Before its conversion into the Royal Jewelry
Museum in 1986, the palace had been used as a presidential rest
house. It was subsequently transformed into a museum comprising
thirteen halls that display the most exquisite possessions of the
Muhammad Ali dynasty from 1805 till the end of King Farouk’s reign
in 1952. The museum has undergone several phases of restoration
and development, most recently in 2009.

FROM PALACE TO MUSEUM

The design of the palace is attributed to the Italian architect Antonio
Lasciac, who emulated Eurepean Renaissance palaces. The structure
consists of two pavilions (eastern and western) connected by an

-ornate corridor. Each wing comprises two floors and a basement,

with each level containing several halls. [t covers an area of 4,185 m~.
The palace is also complemented by a garden distinguished by its
diverse plants and trees.

PALACE ENTRANCE

The entrance of the palace is adorned with two bronze statues of
women symbolizing the sun and the moon, accompanied by a
collection of marble columns that enhance its sense of luxury. At the
center of the main hall are ventilation windows decorated with
stained-glass panels, surmounted by a ceiling embellished with floral
and geometric motifs in the Baroque and Rococo styles. The walls are
further enriched with three oil paintings depicting Fatma Haidar; the

palace’s owner, her mother; Zeinab Fahmy and her father, Prince Ali
Haidar.

Main Entrance of the Palace
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THE MEDIA HALL

This hall is intended to house temporary exhibitions featuring a
selection of diverse treasures from the museum collection. The hall
is further distinguished by three oil paintings adorning its walls
depicting Khedive Ismail, his son Khedive Tewfik and Princess Fatma
al-Zahraa, daughter of Khedive Ismail.

Two Oil Portrait depicting khedy Ismail and Queen Fatma Ismail

THE COLONNADED CORRIDOR

The colonnaded corridor links the eastern and western wings of the
palace, comprising ten stained-glass doors, each narrates a chapter
of a love story and marriage of two Italian nobles. The ceiling is
richly decorated with a series of figural compositions inspired by
Graeco-Roman mythology, intricately interwoven with numerous
floral and geometric motifs.

Stained Glass Corridor

WINGED CHILDREN'S HALL

It was originally designated as a dining hall, as indicated by its
decorative ceiling and walls. A group of angelic children with wings
is depicted eating and drinking, beside dishes of fruit that extend
across the walls. The hall also houses a large portrait of King Fouad.

Wall Decorations depicting Winged Children

CONCERT HALL

[ts walls are adorned with scenes depicting a musical and dance
performance, which reflects the artist’s inspiration from European
cultural traditions, evident in the representation of costumes,
hairstyles and natural landscapes. Among the Hall's most notable
possessions are the 37 torches used in 1937 to celebrate King Farouk's
accession to the throne.
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A Scene of Musical Performance in the European Renaissance

PARADISE AND HELL HALL

The ceiling of this marble hall is adorned with scenes embodying the
theme of paradise and hell, executed in a style emulating the Italian
master Michelangelo, with a vivid depiction of the eternal struggle
between good and evil. Among the most distinguished artifacts is a
gold bracelet belonging to Princess Samiha Hussein Kamel, designed in
the form of a rose encrusted with diamonds and centered with a
platinum motifs.

Princess Samiha Hussein Kamel's Bracelet,
Gold and Platinum, studded with diamonds and pearls

PRINCESSES HALL

The ceiling of this hall is distinguished by religious iconography
inspired by Byzantine art, where the artist depicted branches and
grape clusters-symbols associated with Jesus Christ and the Apostles.
Among the most notable exhibits is a collection of Princess Fawzia’s
belongings, including two gold candy boxes presented on her wedding,
as welt asaj platinum belt buckle set with diamonds and inscribed with

ODYSSEY HALL

Ceilings, walls, and floors of this hall are adorned with decorative
schemes inspired by ancient Greek civilization. The artist encapsulated
the epic of the Odyssey in eight panels, narrating the Return journey of
Odysseus, King of Ithaca, back to his home, and the suffering of his
faithful wife, Penelope, during his absence. Among the hall's most
distinguished artifacts is a gold cup inscribed with the name of King
Farouk I, presented to him on the occasion of Egypt's winning in the
International Tourism Competition.

Cup, King Farouk Gold

QUEEN FARIDA HALL

The ceiling of this hall is embellished with an oil painting inspired by
Renaissance art in the manner of the Italian master Michelangelo. The
composition portrays a semi-nude man and two women surrounded by
several winged cherubs. Among the hall's most notable artifacts is a
souvenir candy box for Queen Farida and King Farouk’s wedding, made
of agate and platinum encrusted with diamond.

A Candy Box of Queen Farida’s Wedding,
Agate and Platinum, studded with Diamonds

DINING HALL

For the decoration of this ceiling, the artist employed the Rococo style,
distinguished by its simplicity. dividing it into rectangular units
featuring simple plant motifs. The hall houses a collection of the most
luxurious tableware of the Muhammad Ali dynasty, most notably a gold
beverage set engraved with the initials of Farouk and Farida
surmounted by the royal crown, presented to them as a wedding gift.

Beverage Set, Gold and Crystal

POCKET WATCHES HALL 2

by Graeco-Roman mythology The
collection of pocket watches, remar'
scale, and ornamentation. o

Pocket Watch of Khedive Ismail, Gold studded with Diamounds

KING FAROUK HALL

The collectlon includes some of Klng Farouk’

diamonds. The set was presented to King Farouk as a gift fron:1 his
brother-in-law, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Shah of Iran. ‘ \\

gll‘.'

Chess Set, Gold with Colored Enamel and Diamonds

THE MASTER BATHROOM

The Italian artist.imparted a touch of luxury to the palace’s master
bathroom, adorning its walls and ceiling with paintings of forest
nymphs, Venus and Cupid; the Roman gods of beauty and love. The
floors are covered with marble and mosaics.

Main Bathroom of the Palace, Second Floor
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