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Bases of Islamic Civilization Hall
Umayyad & ‘Abbasid Period Hall
Fatimid Period Hall

Ayyubid Period Hall

Mamluk Period Hall

Ottomans Dynasty Hall
Muhammad Ali Dynasty Hall
Weapon and Currency Hall
Eastern Islamic World Hall
Calligraphy Hall

Textiles & Carpets Hall

Daily Life Hall

Water& Gardens Hall
Astronomy Hall

Medicine Hall

MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART IN CAIRO

The Museum of Islamic Art, situated in the Bab al-Khalq
area in the heart of historic Cairo, is the largest museum
dedicated to Islamic arts in the world. It boasts an
impressive collection of over 100,000 artifacts from
various Islamic traditions, representing regions such as
India, China, and Iran, as well as the artistic heritage of
the Arabian Peninsula, the Levant, Egypt, North Africa,
and Andalusia. The idea of establishing a museum for
[slamic art and antiquities began during the reign of
Khedive Ismail, specifically in 1869. This vision was
realized during the reign of Khedive Tawfiq in 1880, when
Frantz Pasha collected antiques and artefacts of the
Islamic period at the Mosque of Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah on
Al-Muizz Street, and the museum was initially named the
"Arab Museum". The current building of the museum,
known as the "House of Arab Antiquities”, was
inaugurated by Khedive Abbas Hilmi Il on December 28,
1903.

Since 1952, it has been referred to as the "Museum of
Islamic Art".A new phase of comprehensive development
was undertaken in 2003. It involved the construction of a
new administrative building and the display layout was
completely modified in October 2010. The Museum was
re-opened again in 2017 with twenty-five permanent
exhibition halls to attract enthusiasts of Islamic arts and
civilization from around the world.

Khedive Abbas Helmy Il
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GET IN TOUCH

19654

mota.gov.eg
egymonuments.com
experienceegypt.eg

miainegypt@gmail.com

Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo Port Said St.,
El-Darb EI-Ahmar, Bab El-Khalq Sq., Cairo
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THE BASES OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

[slamic civilization relied on many bases like the Holy Quran,
Sunnah, the Arabic languages and former scenes. The most
prominent are the oldest known copy of a Quran with diacritical
marks and the earliest surviving key to the Kaaba.

Holy Quran with diacritical marks - Egypt
Umayyad - 2™ A H/8" A.D century

THE UMAYYADS AND ABBASIDS

During the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, the beginnings of Islamic
art with its various features, influenced by the styles of previous
civilizations such as the Sassanian, Byzantine, and Coptic cultures.
The most important objects are the ewer of “Marwan bin
Muhammad”, and the cup of “Abd al-Samad bin Ali”, the oldest
surviving example of the use of metallic luster in Islamic glass

decoration.

Ewer related to Marwan |lbn Mohamed, made of Molded Bronze
Egypt - Umayyad - 1%- 2™ /7"~ 8" century

THE FATIMIDS

The Fatimid era is considered one of the most splendid periods of
[slamic history in Egypt, characterized by artistic richness and
diversity. This period's influence is reflected in various applied
arts, noted for their intricate decorative themes ranging from
court scenes and daily life to hunting and music. There was also a
notable interest in popular themes, clearly represented in Fatimid
artifacts, such as the game of Tahteeb.

Luster painted glass fragment decorated with animal motif
Egypt - Fatimid - 5" AH/11" AD century

THE AYYUBID PERIOD

This era witnessed the widespread use of takfit, a decorative
technique applied to metals. Ayyubid artisans in Egypt and Syria
excelled in creating painted pottery with vibrant colors beneath a
transparent glaze. Glassmakers also showcased their mastery of
multi-colored decoration, while the technique of inlay work
continued to thrive in the production and ornamentation of

wooden objects.

Candlestick, bearing the name of Haj Isma’il and Mohamed al- Musly
Egypt- Ayyubid 7" AH /13" AD century

THE MAMLUKS

The museum houses numerous Mamluk artistic treasures, which
proudly adorn its walls, demonstrating beyond doubt that the
Mamluk period represents the golden age of Islamic architecture
and arts in Egypt. The most prominent is the candlestick of Sultan
Qaitbay, which he set aside in his period to light the grave of the
Holy Prophet (may God bless him and grant him peace).

Mosque lamp, made o enameled glass in the name of Amir Safy al-Din Shaykhu
Egypt-Mamluk 8"AH/14™AD century

FROM THE MAMLUKS TO THE OTTOMANS

A rich artistic and cultural blending occurred between Istanbul
and Cairo during the Ottoman era, influencing the artistic output
in Cairo and other Ottoman cities. This is evident in the preserved
artistic collections at the Museum, including ceramics, textiles,
carpets, woodwork, ivory, jewelry, weapons, and more.
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Balcony of turned wood “Mashraiyah”
Egypt - Ottoman -12™ AH/18" AD century

FROM THE OTTOMANS TO MUHAMMAD ALI

Egypt gradually entered a new historical and artistic phase
known as the era of the Ali dynasty. The Museum of Islamic Art
holds a substantial collection of artifacts from the Muhammad Ali
period, characterized by a notable increase in European

influences.

Candy bowl with an image of Ottoman ruler
Muhammad Ali 1769 -1849

ISLAMIC ARTS

In addition, the museum includes halls display coins, weapons,
and the arts of the Islamic East, featuring artifacts from Iran,
Turkey, and India. There are also specialized halls for Arabic and
Islamic calligraphy, two halls for textiles and carpets, and a hall
depicting daily life in an Islamic household. Beside a hall reflects
aspects of everyday life and celebrations and weddings in Islamic
civilization and history. Furthermore, there are halls dedicated to
gardens and water, as well as to science and astronomy. The
museum culminates with a grand hall for medicine, showcasing
the remarkable achievements in medicine and surgery.

Sword bearing the of the Mamluk Sultan Tuman bay
Egypt, 10 AH/ 16 AD century
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