Titles of Imhotep

Imhotep, whose name means “He Who Comes in
Peace”, was a high-ranking official in the court of King
Djoser. His most prominent achievements include the
construction of the funerary complex of the king: the Step
Pyramid. He pioneered a great development in ancient
Egyptian architecture. Imhotep was the first known LEgyptian
architect to use stone on a large scale in building a pyramid
complex. He earned many titles, including “Sealer if the king
of lower Egypt, First one after the king, high- priest of
Heliopolis, and his name were inscribed on the base of the
statue of the king. Although architecture is his most
outstanding achievement, he was remembered for his
medical treatises. He was deified long after his death, by
merging him with Asclepius, the Greek god of medicine.
Patients visited his shrines for healing.

Jean-Philippe Laver

Jean-Philippe Lauer

Jean-Philippe Lauer is a French architect and Egyptologist
born in Paris in 1902. In 1926, he travelled to Egypt to work for
the Antiquities Service. Lauer devoted his career to restoring
the funerary complex of King Djoser, including the crypt, and
the enclosure wall of the complex. He also carried out
archaeological excavation in the underground chambers of
the Step Pyramid.

The museum has a library that contains a collection of his
books and periodicals, as well as handwritten manuscripts by
Lauver. In addition, the library exhibits Lauer’s personal
belongings, such as his compass and camera, besides some of
his photos.

About the Museum

The Imhotep Museum is one of the most important sites
museums in kgypt. Located in Saggara, 20 km from the Giza
plateau, the museum was initiated in 1997 and was officially
opened in 2006 to honour the memory ol the ancient
Egyptian architect Imhotep, the creator of the pyramidal tomb
design. The museum exhibits a unique collection of artefacts
discovered in Sagqara, shedding light on the ancient Egyptian
civilization. It also commemorates the French architect and
Egyptologist Jean-Philippe Lauer, who dedicated his career to
restoring and excavating the Saqggara site.

Extending over 3 acres (12 thousand square meters), the
museum consists of one floor with six halls containing more
than 280 unique artefacts from the discoveries of the Saqgara
archaeological area.

In 2023, the Imhotep Museum was renovated by the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities. The site was rehabilitated to
welcome  visitors. The museum's exhibition halls were

upgraded. Special paths for the elderly and people of

determination were created. The cafeteria, bazaars, and

audiovisual room that displays films about the importance of

the archaeological site of Saqgara were all redesigned.
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