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A Persian word meaning “seat” or “meq’ad” was one of
the important architectural elements of houses in
[slamic architecture. One of the most famous surviving
models is the Suhaymi House takhtabush. It is a
covered space situated between the inner courtyard
and the back garden to ensure the flow of air. The
wooden sofas are placed on it for the owner of the
house to sit on with his guests. The takhtbush is
characterized by the height of its wooden ceiling to give
more spaciousness, and good ventilation, and the back
of the takhtboush has large mashrabiyyas overlooking
the back garden which allows for the flow of cool air hot
summer days.
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Seat of Bayt al-Suhaymi (Takhtaboush)

The documentation and restoration project began in
the Suhyami House area between 1994 /96, to restore
it to its original condition and prepare it to receive
visitors. During the restoration work, remains were
found confirming that the house was built over the
ruins and remains of ancient buildings. This
restoration is considered the largest that the house has
witnessed in the last 100 years, in addition to the great
efforts made by the Committee for the Preservation of
Arab Antiquities in preserving this house. It was
reopened after the completion of renovations in 2000.

Al-Suhaymi House After one of the Orientalists

Distinctive Features of
Ottoman Houses

Ottoman houses were characterized by simplicity,
as the Ottoman architect followed some of the basic
elements when designing the residential houses.
These architectural features emerged as a result of
social, environmental, and religious factors.

Some examples include the meq'ad (loggia), which
was one of the most important architectural
elements that prevailed in the Ottoman houses, the
inner courtyard, the main reception hall, the
mashrabiyya, the windcatcher, and the window
openings in the exterior and interior facades, as
well as Salamlek and the Haramlek halls, in addition

to the bent entrance Which protected the privacy of
the household.

The house includes two courtyards, accessed through
a bent entrance, one of which serves as a garden with
the takhtabush in the middle.

The backyard was designated for services, as it
contained a stable, a well, a water wheel for irrigation,
a mill, and granaries.

The house consists of only two floors:

The first floor is called al-salamlek, which is the part
designated to receive male guests, while the second
floor is called al-haramlek, which is the residential
part. Most of its halls, which overlook the courtyards
of the house through wooden mashrabiyyas, are
designated for women.
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Plan of Bayt al-Suhaymi

(1) Winter Hall (2) First Courtyard (3) Salamlek Hall

@ Holy Quran Reading Hall @ Takhtabush @ Summer Hall

(7) Second Courtyard Mill (9) Waterwheel
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